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New Jersey Forest Service Regional Offices
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NJ Forest Service Contacts

Northern Region
Andover, NJ
(973) 786-5035
240 Main Street (Route 206 N)
Andover, NJ 07821
Michael.Hart@dep.nj.gov or Jeremy.Caggiano@dep.nj.gov or 
Brianna.Faltraco@dep.nj.gov 
Serving Counties: Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, 
Warren

Central Region
New Lisbon, NJ
(609) 726-1621
PO Box 239
New Lisbon, NJ 08064
Brian.McDonald@dep.nj.gov or Anthony.Burgos@dep.nj.gov 
Serving Counties: Burlington, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, 
Ocean, Somerset, Union

Southern Region
Mays Landing, NJ
(609) 625-1124
5555 Atlantic Ave.
Mays Landing, NJ 08330
Michael.Zsoldos@dep.nj.gov
Serving Counties: Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, 
Gloucester, Salem

4,050 properties

1,750 properties

1,350 properties

mailto:Michael.Hart@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Jeremy.Caggiano@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Brianna.faltraco@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Brian.McDonald@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Anthony.Burgos@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Michael.Zsoldos@dep.nj.gov
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Stewardship Plans vs. 
Woodland Management Plans

WMP – Meet criteria found at N.J.A.C. 18:15 – 2.10
Must show active devotion (aka income)
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Stewardship Plans vs. 
Woodland Management Plans

NJ Stewardship – Meet criteria found at N.J.A.C. 7:3-5.2
No income required, but must be implementing plan

Plan must have been prepared and approved AFTER Dec 18, 2017



1st Year FLA Application  
(non-appurtenant woodland)

• An approved 10-year WMP or FSP. 

• A completed Farmland Assessment Form (FA-1). Supplemental Income 
Form and other municipality required documents.

•  A completed Woodland Data Form (WD-1) signed by the landowner and 
certified by a NJ Approved Forester.

•  A scaled map of the woodland showing the location of forestry activity 
in the pre-tax year , corresponding to the activity reported on the 
Woodland Data Form (WD-1).

Submit to both the Local Tax Assessor and the appropriate New Jersey 
Forest Service Regional Office.



Forest Stewardship Qualifications

• 5 acres of forest on property
 Forest has at least 10% 

canopy cover; or 
 Is capable of achieving 10% 

canopy cover via afforestation 
or reforestation as prescribed 
in the FSP

• Forest can not be landlocked and 
must lie wholly within a property
 Forested areas are at least .5 

ac in size

6
N.J.A.C. 7:3
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Forest Stewardship Requirements

• Consistently manage your 
forest according to your 
approved plan and follow 
the activity schedule. 

• “Active devotion” shown 
through following FSP 
rather than sale of forest 
products. 

• Mixed Use properties may 
still need to derive income 
regardless of having a 
Stewardship Plan. 



Examples of Stewardship Activities
• Pre-commercial Thinning

• Forest Stand Improvement

• Agroforestry - Silvopasture

• Invasive plant species control

• Vine control

• Prescribed Burning (RxB)

• Invasive insect control 

• Reforestation

• Wildlife habitat improvement 
projects

8
N.J.A.C. 7:3



Compilation and reporting to local tax assessors

Each year the NJFS compiles a list (Cross Reference Report) 
of applications filed for each of the taxing jurisdictions. 
NJFS provides a Cross Reference Report to each local tax 
assessor.

On or before October 31 of the pre-tax year, the 
commissioner shall notify the assessor in writing of the 
results of his review stating whether the reporting 
requirements of N.J.A.C. 18:15-2.7 have been satisfied by 
the applicant.

18:15-2.12 Notice of compliance or noncompliance by the 
commissioner 
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Cross Reference Report for 
Stewardship and 

Woodland Management Plans



Importance of Cross Reference Report

• Taxation has final say regarding 
sufficiency of applications. 

• NJFS provides reason to 
consider denying application. 

• Some owners have been caught 
only applying to the assessor. 

• Owners not applying to NJFS 
may not receive a compliance 
inspection. 

• Taxation may never really know 
if a plan was actually approved 
by NJFS. 
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NJFS Plan Approval Process

We only approve forestry activities in a plan and approve the plans based on 
criteria and if the forest is manageable.  

We do NOT:
-Look at deeds etc. to make sure the lots are all deeded similarly.

-Always make sure lots are contiguous.

-Approve anything besides forestry activity and woodlands acres.   E.g. Some 
foresters put other land uses on the cover etc.  We are only approving the 

woodland section.

- If you have questions or concerns, contact us.



Plan Approved but FLA Should be Denied
• Dominant Use of tax lot in 

question.  

• Tax lot’s income is primarily 
derived from non-agricultural 
use. 

• Examples include:

• Ski resorts
• Quarries – communication 

with planning and zoning is 
essential. 

• Surface mining
• Campgrounds
• Billboards
• Solar arrays 
• Others? 



Compliance 
Inspections

1. Review compliance 
with WMP or FSP

2. Review against 
reporting on annual 
FLA applications

3. Notify assessor and 
other NJDEP agencies 
of non-compliance
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N.J.A.C. 18:15 (2015)
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Inspections
By rule, we are supposed to inspect within the first 3 years and every three years 

thereafter.

We are currently on a 4-5 year inspection cycle. Usually conducted between Sept. and 
June.

We inspect to make sure the plan accurately depicts the property AND to ensure the 
plan is being followed.

Inspections are scheduled in “clumps” of 6-10 a day based on location, size, and 
consulting forester.  Owner and consultant forester are notified about 2 weeks in 

advance.

Tax assessors and owners are notified by mail of compliant inspection.

Sometimes owners are given ~6 months extra time to “catch up”.

Tax assessors and owners are notified by mail of noncompliant inspections. The tax 
assessor shall disapprove an applicant found to be noncompliant.



NJ Forest Service Compliance Determination

A. Property is in Compliance
 Management plan is being followed and activities have been 

completed as reported.
B. Property is in Compliance with Conditions
 Management plan is being followed and activities have been completed 

reasonably close to as reported. Additional emphasis is placed on a particular 
criterion so the property will remain in compliance. Not sent to assessor.

C. Letter of Intent for Non-Compliance 
 Landowner may have only marginally completed activities. Property will be 

re-inspected in specific timeframe to allow landowner to bring property in 
compliance. Not sent to assessor. 

D. Property is in Non-Compliance 
 Management plan is clearly not being followed, non or very little activities 
 have been completed, woodland has been converted, and/or reported 

activities on WD-1 form have been falsified. Tax Assessor MUST deny Farmland 
Assessor to landowner for non-compliance.     
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Feedback from 
Taxation is Critical

1. How and when has a 
non-compliance been 
penalized?

2. Has the applicant been 
denied even though 
they have an approved 
plan?

3. Are applicants 
township approved to 
alter areas of their q-
farm woodlands?
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Conversions & Other Issues

Conversions can occur with the proper approvals but are not “forestry” and 
not allowed under a WMP or FSP.  If the owner wishes to convert, they must 

amend the plan to reflect the conversion but must get approval elsewhere.

Dumping, neighbor disputes, boundary disputes, ect. not NJFS’s jurisdiction. 



New Jersey Approved Foresters List
 4 year degree
 2 years of experience
 Forest management option or equivalent as per state forester, 

SAF accredited
 Required reporting (twice / year)
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Gifford Pinchot and students at the Yale summer forestry camp, Milford, 
Pennsylvania, 1910 



Mike Hart                        michael.hart@dep.nj.gov
Jeremy Caggiano          Jeremy.Caggiano@dep.nj.gov
  
   973.786.5035

Questions?

mailto:michael.hart@dep.nj.gov
mailto:Jeremy.Caggiano@dep.nj.gov
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